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Modification to Incorporate COVID-19 Market Differential Under FSS 

The President of the United States of America declared a COVID-19 National 
Emergency on March 13, 2020. This declaration mobilized the nation in a war against 
the COVID-19 virus. As the nation addresses this pandemic, the Government 
recognizes that ordering activities require expeditious access to all resources and 
flexibilities to procuring temporary healthcare staffing during the pandemic. 

Learning from historical events such as Hurricane Katrina and based on current 
challenges to obtaining healthcare staffing services, VA Federal Supply Schedules is 
taking unusual steps to ensure access to critically needed healthcare staffing services. 
This unilateral modification is issued to streamline the procurement process ensuring 
each ordering activity is able to acquire urgently needed patient care and meet its vital 
mission in supporting the nation's pandemic response. 

COVID-19 Market Differential 

The awarded FSS hourly ceiling rate established under this contract shall remain the 
base contract price for all covered labor categories and geographic locations. This is 
normally called the national not to exceed rate (NTE). The contract's current basis for 
adjusting the NTE utilizes Economic Price Adjustments, CPI-U index, and DOL Wage 
Rates which may not be adequate to address current market conditions based on the 
temporary and extreme volatility regarding qualified healthcare professionals who are in 
high demand and sought after by public and private healthcare operations across the 
country. COVID-19 has resulted in a nationwide demand for an unprecedented 
massive number of healthcare professionals as evidenced by several state 
governments sending emergency alerts statewide to all mobile phones requesting 
healthcare professionals to make themselves available and sign-up through the internet 
for the fight against COVI D-19. These local market conditions vary widely and the ever 
changing state-by-state and local COVID-19 regulations impact the intra-state and 
interstate movement of people around the country and as a result it is prudent and 
essential that a COVID-19 Market Differential be incorporated during the pandemic 
response. The ordering activity contracting officer (CO) may utilize a COVID-19 Market 
Differential, and add to the base price at time of order, where the NTE does not 
represent the current market conditions and a differential is required and justified by the 
CO to acquire necessary healthcare staffing services under the current extreme 
circumstances. The contractor is required to provide the ordering office CO with 
justification and/or documentation to support any proposed market differential. 

Travel/Lodging 

Reminder, cost associated with Travel and lodging shall be negotiated by the ordering 
office and listed on the task order as separately priced line items. CO must adhere to 
Federal Travel Regulations. 
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Effective Period 

This modification is effective April 10, 2020 through July 1 , 2020 or when officially 
rescinded in writing by a National Acquisition Center Federal Supply Schedule Service 
Contracting Officer. The NAC-CO may rescind the authority in whole or in part. Any 
Task Order in progress at the date of rescission of this modification will be addressed by 
the ordering activity Contracting Officer to remove the COVID-19 Market Differential 
from the order by mutual agreement of the parties. 

Economic Price Adjustment 

This contract remains subject to Clause I-FSS-969, Economic Price Adjustment. 
Proposed changes to the FSS hourly ceiling rate, unrelated to COVID-19, will be 
evaluated in accordance with the EPA clause. 

Sales/lFF 

Contractor is reminded to adhere to report quarterly sales and remit IFF based on total 
sales under the FSS. Sales to state/local government must be reported as well. 

All other terms/conditions of the contract remain unchanged. 

End SF 30 
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